
The new ambassador of the United States in Brazil, P. Michael McKinley, made a welcoming and strategic visit to Amcham Brazil last month. The meeting 
counted with the presence of Amcham Brazil CEO, Deborah Vieitas, the Chairman of Amcham’s Administrative Board, Hélio Magalhães, and USA Consul 
in São Paulo, Ricardo Zuniga. The objectives of the meeting were to debate the future of the bilateral relations between Brazil and the United States, as 
well as the role of Amcham to consolidate this partnership within the local government, the private sector and the American government.

Ambassador P. Michael McKinley was nominated 
as U.S. Ambassador to Brazil on May 26, 2016, 
confirmed by the Senate on September 8, 2016, 
and sworn in at the U.S. Department of State 
on December 19, 2016. He most recently served 
as the U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan from 
2014 to 2016. Before that, he was U.S. Deputy 
Ambassador to Afghanistan from 2013 to 2014.

Ambassador McKinley was the U.S. Ambassador 
to Colombia from 2010-2013 and U.S. Ambassador 
to Peru from 2007-2010. He was Deputy Chief 
of Mission at the U.S. Mission to the European 
Union in Brussels between 2004 and 2007.
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BILATERAL AGENDA

The American Chamber of Commerce promoted an online event called “WEB Comex” to discuss the first ten days of Donald 
Trump’s presidency. It was presented by Marcos Troyjo, Co-Director of the BRICLab at Columbia University.

According to Troyjo, Trump has already fulfilled several of his key promises made on his election campaign, such as the decision to pull the 
United States out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement. This attitude showed to the more skeptical analysts that Trump’s policies 
will follow the guidelines presented during his campaign.

Despite that, Troyjo believes that Brazil will not be directly affected by these new protectionist measures. Troyjo enhanced that Trump’s trade policies are 
primarily focused on two countries: China and Mexico, relegating  Latin America for the backstage. However, if Trump keeps one of his plans on modernizing the 
U.S. infrastructure, the supply and demand for mineral and raw materials from Brazil will increase, while the foreign direct investment here is likely to decrease in 
the future.

In the last day of January, Amcham Brazil hosted the first meeting of the reestablishment of its ANVISA (the Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency) Task Force. In 
an Effort started with the publishing of the 8th edition of Amcham’s ANVISA Report on last December, the main goal of the task-force is to assemble associated 
companies regulated by the agency, and to identify the main difficulties faced by them, thus being able to structure and propose specific action plans. The Task-
force is led by Rodrigo Correia da Silva, partner of the Correia da Silva Law Firm with broad experience with regulatory frameworks.

On February 22nd, Amcham presented on the head quarter of the Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency (ANVISA) the highlights of the 8th edition of the ANVISA Report 
and proposed a joint work plan for the Agency. 120 were present in the occasion, among regulated sector representatives and ANVISÁ s managers and directors.

The proposed work plan was structured with short, mid and long-term proposals, that include sectorial and regional unfolding. This plan will be formally submitted 
to ANVISÁ s managers and directors for the construction of a working schedule. After the presentation, some points of attention were presented by some of the 
participants, and will also be taken under consideration. 

PRESENTATION OF THE 8TH ED. OF THE ANVISA REPORT ON THE AGENCY’S HEAD QUARTER

ANVISA TASK FORCE 

WORK GROUPS

l 8th Edition of the Anvisa Report

On February 7th the work group had its 5th meeting and 
the 1st of the year focused in the discussion of the Labor 
Reform proposed by the Federal Government through 
the l Draft bill number 6787 from 2016. In order to 
improve the legal instruments that regulate jobs in Brazil, 
the group decided to elaborate a position paper with 
the main topics that should be altered in the draft bill. 
An extra meeting was organized on February 17th, where 
the members discussed all the articles from the firs text 
presented by the government. From this results, Amcham 
will build a position paper raising some points of attention 
and suggestions for some of the bills devices.

GRUPO DE TRABALHO DE MODERNIZAÇÃO DA LEGISLAÇÃO TRABALHISTA 

Amcham São Paulo received the Deputy Luiz Carlos Hauly (PSDB-PR), rapporteur 
of the Tax Reform at the House of Representatives, to a special meeting with 
the members of the Strategic Committee of Governments Affairs and the Work 
Group of Tributary Efficiency.

At this opportunity the Deputy presented the main points that will be included 
at the Draft Bill, as the highlights of the new tax system.

In order to widen the broad capillarity of Amcham Brasil and its presence in nine states, in 2016 we started 
to deepen the efforts to boost the regional advocacy agenda. Based on Amcham’s “+ Competitiveness 
Program”, there was applied local research in several cities, focused on the private sector’s perception and 
evaluation of local infrastructure, tax system and business environment development.

MEETING WITH THE DEPUTY LUIZ CARLOS 
HAULY (PSDB-PR)

CHECK BELOW THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE RESULTS IN PORTO ALEGRE AND RECIFE

 REGIONAL 
ADVOCACY 

To discuss the competitiveness and encourage 
the entrepreneurship in the capital of the Rio 
Grande do Sul state, Amcham received the new 
mayor of Porto Alegre, Mr. Nelson Marchezan Jr. 
(PSDB / RS), in an event that brought together 
more than a hundred executives of companies 
with different sizes and from multiple productive 
sectors of the region.

The event discussed the proposals of the new 
mayor to foment entrepreneurship in order 
to boost the competitiveness of the local 
companies in the national and international 
scenario. He pointed out that only with the 
private sector participation the City Hall will be 
able to reverse the bad situation in the public 
accounts, promoting the attraction of resources 
and productive investments. In his words, “It’s 
an opportunity that can’t be missed. Elections 
have shown that people want new alternatives,”

The business environment at the capital of 
the state of Pernambuco was the theme of 
the event “Recife Competitive”, organized by 
Amcham-Recife. The meeting counted with 
the presence of entrepreneurs and executives 
of a large range of companies in the state, as 
well as the mayor of Recife, Mr. Geraldo Júlio. 
At this opportunity Amcham presented for the 
first time a competiveness research made 
with its members. The results pointed out the 
advantages and disadvantages that interfere 
in the development of the city.

The mayor emphasized the recent investments 
made for the implementation of technological 
resources in public schools of the city and 
recognized that areas such as infrastructure 
and transportation need further attention. 

Highlights of the research 

82.1% 
considered the skilled workforce as a 
comparative advantage

55.6% 
understand that the tax law are excessive 
and unclear

89.7% 
believe that the growth of the city will be 
lower than other cities

In general the respondents 
considered that only with more 
security, simplification and 
reduction of bureaucracy,
Porto Alegre will grow. 

MAYOR GERALDO JÚLIO AT AMCHAM RECIFE

MAYOR NELSON MARCHEZAN JR. AT AMCHAM PORTO ALEGRE

The respondents evaluated well the: 
Guararapes International Airport and Suape Harbor. 

26% 
considered important that big companies seek the city for investments; 

27% 
considered the skilled workforce as a comparative advantage.

Priorities for investments and actions

28% 
Transportation 

18% 
More tax incentives 

16% 
Infrastructure and logistic 

Highlights of the Research 

68% 
of the respondents think that Recife is less competitive than other Brazilian cities. 

FOR INFORMATION ON RELEVANT MOVEMENTS ON DRAFT BILLS AND NEW 
PROPOSITIONS IN CONGRESS ACCESS OUR PORTUGUESE VERSION HERE.

MAIN 
CHARACTERISTICS 

OF THE REFORM:

The Tax on Manufactured Products (IPI), as well as State Tax – ICMS, PIS/
Cofins tax and ISS tax will be transformed in a single tax rate – VAT.

The IOF – tax on credit operarations – will be extint.

CPMF tax will return.

IPVA will be charged by the cities.

Creation of a single Federal Revenue 

All the changes will be implemented in long term
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To discuss the competitiveness and encourage 
the entrepreneurship in the capital of the Rio 
Grande do Sul state, Amcham received the new 
mayor of Porto Alegre, Mr. Nelson Marchezan Jr. 
(PSDB / RS), in an event that brought together 
more than a hundred executives of companies 
with different sizes and from multiple productive 
sectors of the region.

The event discussed the proposals of the new 
mayor to foment entrepreneurship in order 
to boost the competitiveness of the local 
companies in the national and international 
scenario. He pointed out that only with the 
private sector participation the City Hall will be 
able to reverse the bad situation in the public 
accounts, promoting the attraction of resources 
and productive investments. In his words, “It’s 
an opportunity that can’t be missed. Elections 
have shown that people want new alternatives,”

The business environment at the capital of 
the state of Pernambuco was the theme of 
the event “Recife Competitive”, organized by 
Amcham-Recife. The meeting counted with 
the presence of entrepreneurs and executives 
of a large range of companies in the state, as 
well as the mayor of Recife, Mr. Geraldo Júlio. 
At this opportunity Amcham presented for the 
first time a competiveness research made 
with its members. The results pointed out the 
advantages and disadvantages that interfere 
in the development of the city.

The mayor emphasized the recent investments 
made for the implementation of technological 
resources in public schools of the city and 
recognized that areas such as infrastructure 
and transportation need further attention. 

Highlights of the research 

82.1% 
considered the skilled workforce as a 
comparative advantage

55.6% 
understand that the tax law are excessive 
and unclear

89.7% 
believe that the growth of the city will be 
lower than other cities

In general the respondents 
considered that only with more 
security, simplification and 
reduction of bureaucracy,
Porto Alegre will grow. 

MAYOR GERALDO JÚLIO AT AMCHAM RECIFE

MAYOR NELSON MARCHEZAN JR. AT AMCHAM PORTO ALEGRE

The respondents evaluated well the: 
Guararapes International Airport and Suape Harbor. 

26% 
considered important that big companies seek the city for investments; 

27% 
considered the skilled workforce as a comparative advantage.

Priorities for investments and actions

28% 
Transportation 

18% 
More tax incentives 

16% 
Infrastructure and logistic 

Highlights of the Research 

68% 
of the respondents think that Recife is less competitive than other Brazilian cities. 

FOR INFORMATION ON RELEVANT MOVEMENTS ON DRAFT BILLS AND NEW 
PROPOSITIONS IN CONGRESS ACCESS OUR PORTUGUESE VERSION HERE.

MAIN 
CHARACTERISTICS 

OF THE REFORM:

The Tax on Manufactured Products (IPI), as well as State Tax – ICMS, PIS/
Cofins tax and ISS tax will be transformed in a single tax rate – VAT.

The IOF – tax on credit operarations – will be extint.

CPMF tax will return.

IPVA will be charged by the cities.

Creation of a single Federal Revenue 

All the changes will be implemented in long term



The new ambassador of the United States in Brazil, P. Michael McKinley, made a welcoming and strategic visit to Amcham Brazil last month. The meeting 
counted with the presence of Amcham Brazil CEO, Deborah Vieitas, the Chairman of Amcham’s Administrative Board, Hélio Magalhães, and USA Consul 
in São Paulo, Ricardo Zuniga. The objectives of the meeting were to debate the future of the bilateral relations between Brazil and the United States, as 
well as the role of Amcham to consolidate this partnership within the local government, the private sector and the American government.

Ambassador P. Michael McKinley was nominated 
as U.S. Ambassador to Brazil on May 26, 2016, 
confirmed by the Senate on September 8, 2016, 
and sworn in at the U.S. Department of State 
on December 19, 2016. He most recently served 
as the U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan from 
2014 to 2016. Before that, he was U.S. Deputy 
Ambassador to Afghanistan from 2013 to 2014.

Ambassador McKinley was the U.S. Ambassador 
to Colombia from 2010-2013 and U.S. Ambassador 
to Peru from 2007-2010. He was Deputy Chief 
of Mission at the U.S. Mission to the European 
Union in Brussels between 2004 and 2007.

About the Ambassador
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GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS

ISSUES FOLLOWED BY AMCHAM

VISIT OF THE NEW US AMBASSADOR IN BRAZIL, P. MICHAEL MCKINLEY

BILATERAL AGENDA

The American Chamber of Commerce promoted an online event called “WEB Comex” to discuss the first ten days of Donald 
Trump’s presidency. It was presented by Marcos Troyjo, Co-Director of the BRICLab at Columbia University.

According to Troyjo, Trump has already fulfilled several of his key promises made on his election campaign, such as the decision to pull the 
United States out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement. This attitude showed to the more skeptical analysts that Trump’s policies 
will follow the guidelines presented during his campaign.

Despite that, Troyjo believes that Brazil will not be directly affected by these new protectionist measures. Troyjo enhanced that Trump’s trade policies are 
primarily focused on two countries: China and Mexico, relegating  Latin America for the backstage. However, if Trump keeps one of his plans on modernizing the 
U.S. infrastructure, the supply and demand for mineral and raw materials from Brazil will increase, while the foreign direct investment here is likely to decrease in 
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In the last day of January, Amcham Brazil hosted the first meeting of the reestablishment of its ANVISA (the Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency) Task Force. In 
an Effort started with the publishing of the 8th edition of Amcham’s ANVISA Report on last December, the main goal of the task-force is to assemble associated 
companies regulated by the agency, and to identify the main difficulties faced by them, thus being able to structure and propose specific action plans. The Task-
force is led by Rodrigo Correia da Silva, partner of the Correia da Silva Law Firm with broad experience with regulatory frameworks.

On February 22nd, Amcham presented on the head quarter of the Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency (ANVISA) the highlights of the 8th edition of the ANVISA Report 
and proposed a joint work plan for the Agency. 120 were present in the occasion, among regulated sector representatives and ANVISÁ s managers and directors.

The proposed work plan was structured with short, mid and long-term proposals, that include sectorial and regional unfolding. This plan will be formally submitted 
to ANVISÁ s managers and directors for the construction of a working schedule. After the presentation, some points of attention were presented by some of the 
participants, and will also be taken under consideration. 

PRESENTATION OF THE 8TH ED. OF THE ANVISA REPORT ON THE AGENCY’S HEAD QUARTER

ANVISA TASK FORCE 

WORK GROUPS

l 8th Edition of the Anvisa Report
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presented by the government. From this results, Amcham 
will build a position paper raising some points of attention 
and suggestions for some of the bills devices.

GRUPO DE TRABALHO DE MODERNIZAÇÃO DA LEGISLAÇÃO TRABALHISTA 
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the members of the Strategic Committee of Governments Affairs and the Work 
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evaluation of local infrastructure, tax system and business environment development.

MEETING WITH THE DEPUTY LUIZ CARLOS 
HAULY (PSDB-PR)

CHECK BELOW THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE RESULTS IN PORTO ALEGRE AND RECIFE

 REGIONAL 
ADVOCACY 

To discuss the competitiveness and encourage 
the entrepreneurship in the capital of the Rio 
Grande do Sul state, Amcham received the new 
mayor of Porto Alegre, Mr. Nelson Marchezan Jr. 
(PSDB / RS), in an event that brought together 
more than a hundred executives of companies 
with different sizes and from multiple productive 
sectors of the region.

The event discussed the proposals of the new 
mayor to foment entrepreneurship in order 
to boost the competitiveness of the local 
companies in the national and international 
scenario. He pointed out that only with the 
private sector participation the City Hall will be 
able to reverse the bad situation in the public 
accounts, promoting the attraction of resources 
and productive investments. In his words, “It’s 
an opportunity that can’t be missed. Elections 
have shown that people want new alternatives,”

The business environment at the capital of 
the state of Pernambuco was the theme of 
the event “Recife Competitive”, organized by 
Amcham-Recife. The meeting counted with 
the presence of entrepreneurs and executives 
of a large range of companies in the state, as 
well as the mayor of Recife, Mr. Geraldo Júlio. 
At this opportunity Amcham presented for the 
first time a competiveness research made 
with its members. The results pointed out the 
advantages and disadvantages that interfere 
in the development of the city.

The mayor emphasized the recent investments 
made for the implementation of technological 
resources in public schools of the city and 
recognized that areas such as infrastructure 
and transportation need further attention. 

Highlights of the research 

82.1% 
considered the skilled workforce as a 
comparative advantage

55.6% 
understand that the tax law are excessive 
and unclear

89.7% 
believe that the growth of the city will be 
lower than other cities

In general the respondents 
considered that only with more 
security, simplification and 
reduction of bureaucracy,
Porto Alegre will grow. 

MAYOR GERALDO JÚLIO AT AMCHAM RECIFE

MAYOR NELSON MARCHEZAN JR. AT AMCHAM PORTO ALEGRE

The respondents evaluated well the: 
Guararapes International Airport and Suape Harbor. 

26% 
considered important that big companies seek the city for investments; 

27% 
considered the skilled workforce as a comparative advantage.

Priorities for investments and actions

28% 
Transportation 

18% 
More tax incentives 

16% 
Infrastructure and logistic 

Highlights of the Research 

68% 
of the respondents think that Recife is less competitive than other Brazilian cities. 

FOR INFORMATION ON RELEVANT MOVEMENTS ON DRAFT BILLS AND NEW 
PROPOSITIONS IN CONGRESS ACCESS OUR PORTUGUESE VERSION HERE.

MAIN 
CHARACTERISTICS 

OF THE REFORM:

The Tax on Manufactured Products (IPI), as well as State Tax – ICMS, PIS/
Cofins tax and ISS tax will be transformed in a single tax rate – VAT.

The IOF – tax on credit operarations – will be extint.

CPMF tax will return.

IPVA will be charged by the cities.

Creation of a single Federal Revenue 

All the changes will be implemented in long term


